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LEICESTERSHIRE) 

 
SAVE THE DATE! - THURSDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2017 - 7.30pm 

 

CITY & COUNTY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

 

MEMBERS YEARLY MEETING  

 

ST THOMAS MORE CHURCH HALL 

 

Have you visited City and County Neighbourhood Watch (Leicester & 

Leicestershire) Website recently?  

www.neighbourhoodwatchleicester.net  

Keep up to date with the latest news: Number of articles (as at 31 Oct 2016)  

LOCAL NEWS – Blaby District: 91 – Charnwood Borough: 222 – Harborough District: 168 - 

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough: 204 - Leicester City: 1,016 – Leicestershire County: 227 – 

Melton Borough: 95 – North West Leicestershire District: 265 – Oadby & Wigston Borough: 

114 – Rutland County: 21  

EAST MIDLANDS NEWS – Derbyshire: 2,323 – Lincolnshire: 978 – Northamptonshire: 1,389 – 

Nottinghamshire: 804  

 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

Bicycle security 

 

It takes seconds to steal a bike. Don’t give thieves an easy ride. 

  

register your bike on a national property database such as immobilise.com  

http://www.neighbourhoodwatchleicester.net/
https://www.immobilise.com/
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 mark frame with your postcode in two separate locations, one of which should be hidden  

 download and fill in a bike passport (PDF) 

 lock up your bike with a good quality lock such as a sold secure approved D-lock  

 at home keep your bike in a locked shed or garage  

 when out secure your bike to a fixed object or bike rack in a well-lit and busy area  

 lock your bike through the frame and both wheels, or at least the back wheel  

 remove detachable accessories such as lights, pumps, panniers and quick release saddles  

 if your bike is stolen, call the police on 101, keep the crime reference number and inform your 
insurance company  

Choosing a lock 

It is essential that you use good quality lock for your bike. Some locks may look robust, but most are made up of 
a thick layer of plastic with a thin metal core, making it easy for cycle thieves to twist off or cut through.  

If you can, use two different locks such as a strong hardened steel D-lock and a sturdy chain lock or a durable 
loop extension cable to deter thieves. This makes it harder for thieves as they would need different tools to 
break each lock.  

Check out www.soldsecure.com for certified locks. Sold Secure use a three tier lock grading system to assess 
locks, based on their level of security.  

Securing your bike 

Always lock your bike, even if you are only leaving it for a couple of minutes.  

Keep the lock or chain away from the ground. Never leave them laying on the ground as they could be damaged 
and broken easily.  

Keep the gap between the bike and the lock to a minimum – the smaller the gap, the harder it is to insert tools to 
gain leverage.  

Locks can also picked, so face the lock to the ground but not resting on it and lock both wheels and the frame of 
your bike to a fixed object or bike rack.  

Where to park your bike when out and about 

Lock your bike to an immovable object. Where possible use a designated bike rack, ground anchor or street 
furniture that offers multiple locking points and will stop your bike falling and causing an obstruction.  

Bikes locked to lampposts, railings or anything else not designed for this purpose are more vulnerable to theft. 
Remember thieves can remove drainpipes and lift bikes off signposts.  

Parking that only allows your front wheels to be locked should be avoided, as thieves can remove your front 
wheel and make off with the rest of your bike. Instead look for stands that allows you to lock both your bike 
frame and wheels to it.  

Avoid leaving your bike unattended in dimly lit isolated places for long periods of time. Leave your bike where a 
potential thief can be seen easily.  

Use a designated bike park facility. There is secure indoor parking at Leicester’s Bike Park located in Town Hall 
Square. There is also secure bike parking at Leicester railway station for 222 bikes. Students at the University of 
Leicester are also encouraged to make use of the University bike park, which is an underground bike park for 
over 300 bikes.  

Keeping your bike secure at home 

https://leics.police.uk/media/uploads/pages/file/Bike_passport.pdf
http://www.soldsecure.com/
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/cycling-in-leicester/cycling-facilities/cycle-storage
http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/estates/environment/travel/bicycle/bikepark
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When storing your bike at home lock it in a secure shed or garage or bring it inside your property. 

If you are keeping your bike in your shed make sure that you have a robust lock on the door, and consider using 
a battery operated shed alarm which will alert you to anyone gaining entry. 

When locking your bike in a shed or garage use an anchor point which either bolts directly to the floor/wall or 
can be installed into concrete. 

Never leave your bike outside in the rear yard or garden, unless you have a cycle anchor or secure object to 
lock it to.  

Remember to keep your bike out of public view.  

Darker nights and cycling 

During the winter months the nights draw in earlier, meaning that many cyclists will now be riding their bike in 
the dark. It is important that your bike is not only secure when you park it up but it also needs to be road worthy 
and suitable for use at night.  

Stay visible – if you are on the roads when it’s dark you will be required to have reflectors and lights fitted to 
your bike. 

It is a good idea to wear high visibility clothing when you are riding your bike in the dark. Wearing reflective 
clothing on body parts that move is an effective way of staying visible on busy roads i.e. adding reflective strips 
to your shoes or arms or gloves. 

Wearing a back pack with reflective strips or wearing a rear light on your helmet is another way of staying visible 
at night. 

Remember – to check that your lights are working and the batteries aren’t running low before you set off. 

It’s always a good idea to tell someone when you will be leaving and what time you will be expected and what 
route you will be using.  

For all your cycling questions visit ‘Ask the police’ or visit www.cyclingengland.co.uk. 

 
 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

National week tackling mobile phone use while driving 

https://leics.police.uk/contact-us/faq/@133
http://www.cyclingengland.co.uk/
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Download high resolution image 

Issued on 14/11/16 at 6:26 a.m.  

The four police forces of the East Midlands Operational Support Service (EMOpSS) are supporting the second 
national ‘distracted driving’ campaign. 

The week long campaign is being launched by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) today (Monday 14 
November) and is designed to draw drivers’ attention to not only the risks posed by being distracted by mobile 
phones while in control of a vehicle, but the serious penalties which they will face if they are caught.  

Research by the RAC suggests the number of motorists who illegally use mobile phones while at the wheel is 
rising. They surveyed 1,714 motorists and 31% of them said they used a handheld phone behind the wheel 
compared with 8% in 2014. The number of drivers who said they sent a message or posted on social media 
rose from 7% to 19%, while 14% said they had taken a photograph or video while driving.  

Driving ability is clearly impaired by using a mobile phone and studies have found that talking on a hand-held 
mobile phone can impair driving more than driving above the drink drive limit. Department for Transport figures 
show that a driver impaired or distracted by their phone was a contributory factor in 492 accidents in Britain in 
2014, including 21 that were fatal and 84 classed as serious.  

EMOpSS provides roads policing and collision investigation to the communities of Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire. It also provides armed policing response, firearms training and 
specialist search skills and dog support.  

Last month EMOpSS launched a hard hitting video showing the horrific consequences of driving on a mobile 
phone under the banner #itcanwait; 

Chief Inspector Mark Garthwaite is the lead for roads policing within EMOpSS said; “Officers across the four 
forces of the East Midlands Operational Support Service are supporting the NPCC campaign because all too 
often they deal with the awful consequences of using a mobile phone while driving.  

“This week officers will be carrying out enforcement action during a number of ‘Fatal Four’ clinics across the 
region to educate motorists about the dangers of using a mobile phone while driving. Just recently we launched 
a campaign called ‘it can wait’ which tells the powerful story of a woman left with permanent disabilities after 
being caught up in an accident caused by someone on her phone. As she says, nothing is so urgent that you 
have to do it while driving. Please don’t.” 

Jonathan Clarkson, spokesperson for the Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland Road Safety Partnership, said, 
“Last year we saw a rise in the number of deaths or serious injuries on our roads and we are very aware of the 
devastating impact these accidents can have on families. Using a mobile phone behind the wheel all too often 
contributes to these tragic accidents and we fully support the NPCC week of action.”  

Under new rules expected to come in next year, drivers will get six points on their licence and face a £200 fine. 
There are also plans to ensure that all motorists caught using their mobile phone for the first time will 
automatically receive penalty points rather than being offered a driving course. These new rules aim to reduce 
the number of deaths and injured on the roads.  

https://leics.police.uk/media/uploads/news/news/Crash_scene_media.jpg
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LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

First Leicester supports #LivesNotKnives campaign 

 

Local bus operator First Leicester has become the latest advocate of Leicestershire Police’s anti-knife campaign 
#LivesNotKnives.  

Following a recent incident where one of their staff members was assaulted in an unprovoked attack, First 
Leicester has welcomed the campaign which aims to help reduce the number of knife related incidents in the 
city.  

Nigel Eggleton, Managing Director of First Leicester said: “I am fully supportive of the initiative. We are 
displaying #LivesNotKnives campaign posters on our buses to promote awareness and highlight the potential 
consequences of being found in possession of a knife in public.  

“The safety and wellbeing of our staff and customers is very important to us. It is rare for us to experience an 
incident on a bus where a person is in possession of a weapon, but I can reassure everyone that if an incident 
should occur and criminal activity has taken place we will do everything we can to support Leicestershire Police 
with their investigations to bring the person to justice.”  

The #LivesNotKnives campaign aims to reduce the number of knife-related offences in the city, to educate and 
inform young people of the dangers of carrying knives, and to bring offenders to justice. It is being backed by 
Police and Crime Commissioner Lord Willy Bach, the Mayor of Leicester, Sir Peter Soulsby and two mothers 
who have lost their sons in knife related incidents.  

There have been 174 weapons, including several swords, handed in during the first three weeks of the amnesty, 
which is running for four weeks until Thursday 17 November.  

Amnesty bins can be found at the following stations across the city: 

 Mansfield House  

 Beaumont Leys  

 Braunstone  

 Spinney Hill  

 Keyham Lane  

 Hinckley Road  

For more information about the #LivesNotKnives campaign please visit leics.police.uk/knife-crime 

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 
 

https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/mansfield-house
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/beaumont-leys
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/braunstone
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/spinney-hill-park
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/keyham-lane
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/stations/hinckley-road
https://leics.police.uk/categories/_knife-crime
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POLICE  
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 

 
EASTERN COUNTIES NPA 

LUTTERWORTH 

This neighbourhood beat covers Lutterworth town and the villages of Bitteswell, Ullesthorpe, the Claybrookes, 
Cotesbach, Swinford, Catthorpe, the Kilworths, Husbands Bosworth, Mowsley, Shawell and Knaptoft. 

Each dedicated neighbourhood team is supported by the Special Constabulary. 

Your dedicated neighbourhood team 

 

Sgt Mark Williams 

Collar number: 2241 

I am Sgt Mark WILLIAMS and I have been a police officer now for 13 years, and have been working at Market 
Harborough in a number of guises since March 2009. As a neighbourhood officer I recognise the importance 
that the community plays in the identification of local problems and the apprehension of villains. Please feel free 
to contact myself, one of my team or attend a local engagement event to share your concerns and help us to 
continue to make Lutterworth and the surrounding villages a safe place to live and work. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for Sgt Mark Williams by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message 
for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 2241. 

 

PC Andy Cooper 

Collar number: 1261 

I am PC Andy Cooper and I am the Primary Beat Officer for the Lutterworth area. I have been a Police Officer 
with Leicestershire Police for over 10 years and I have been the Beat Officer in the Harborough area for more 
than four years.  
 
I enjoy getting involved with the local community in Kibworth and dealing with issues as they arise. If you would 
like to contact me you can leave me a message by phoning 101 and using my collar number 1261 or you can 
email me by clicking the link on this web page. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

https://leics.police.uk/join-us/special-constable
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/lutterworth/email
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/lutterworth/email
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 Leave a voicemail for PC Andy Cooper by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message for 
an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 1261. 

 

PCSO Laura Bolton 

Collar number: 6008 

I am Laura Bolton and I have been a PCSO since September 2007. I enjoy meeting people from the local 
community so please come and say hello as I want to meet as many people as possible and become someone 
you can trust and rely on in your community. I will look forward to meeting everyone. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PCSO Laura Bolton by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message 
for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 6008. 

 

PCSO Peter Willson 

Collar number: 6569 

I am Police Community Support Officer 6569 Peter Willson, based at Lutterworth Police station. You will see me 
patrolling various villages and communities, which are part of the Lutterworth South neighbourhood.  
 
I have responsibilities for focusing on community based issues and working in partnership with other agencies 
and local residents to make a safer environment for all. 
 
You can contact me through Leicestershire Police Head Quarters on 101, my voicemail number is 6569. 

 Send an email to your neighbourhood team 

 Leave a voicemail for PCSO Peter Willson by calling 101 and follow the instructions to leave a message 
for an officer. When prompted, key in the identification number 6569. 

 

 

https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/lutterworth/email
https://leics.police.uk/local-policing/lutterworth/email

